{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAPTER   IV.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 ALSACE   AND    LORRAINE.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 STEIN'S last appearance on the stage of Euro\-pean politics is more interesting now than it could have been at any time before the war of 1870.    We saw him at the first Peace of Paris taking his share in a settlement of France which, whether or no it was the best  settlement possible at the time, has not proved capable of maintaining itself.    We see him at the second Peace of Paris protesting against another settlement which has equally failed to en\-dure, and earnestly recommending instead a settle\-ment like that which was adopted more than half a century later after another tremendous war.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Had Stein accepted the Bourbons simply from a sense of necessity, or did their failure, when it was so suddenly revealed to the world by Napo\-leon's adventure of 1815, take him by surprise? I suspect that he was in some degree deceived in them, and that in general his judgment in French affairs, partly from that preference for the internal depart-}\par }